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Texas Gun Sense 

2017 Legislative Agenda
   
The 85th Legislative Session comes during a public health crisis in Texas.  Nearly 3,000 
Texans die by gunfire each year, and many more are seriously injured.  Millions of 
Texans own guns, and surveys show that most gun owners in the state support sensible 
regulation of firearms. 
 
Reduce suicides and accidents from firearms. 
 
1.  Improve state efforts to educate the public and license 
holders about recognizing risks and safely securing 
firearms.  Pass HB 631 by Rep. Howard. 
 
2.  In March 2016 the Department of State Health 
Services’ Texas Child Fatality Review Team published a report with a recommendation 
for a statewide public awareness campaign on safe storage.  It can be implemented with  
revenue generated from the license to carry fee.  Support HB 111 by Rep. Moody. 
 

Keep guns out of the hands of people already prohibited from owning them and 
improve state enforcement. 
 
3.  Under federal law, individuals who have been involuntarily committed to a mental 
institution or adjudicated as "mentally defective” by a court may not possess firearms.  
While most people living with mental illness are not violent, a high percentage of Texans 
who die by suicide have an underlying mental illness.  Texas' ability to enforce this 
prohibition is hampered because unlike 33 other states, we do not have an equivalent 
state law.  Enact a state law to mirror this prohibition and improve enforcement.  
 
4.  Many criminals, domestic abusers, and others at high risk of harming themselves or 
others have easy access to guns due to our inconsistent background check system.  The 
Legislature should strengthen the state background check system to better protect Texans. 
Support HB 259 by Rep. Anchia, and HB 2034 by Rep. Blanco. 
 
Help families protect loved ones, give law enforcement more tools to protect the 
community, and establish state laws needed for improved public safety. 
 
5.  Create a Lethal Violence Protective Order (LVPO), modeled on the Domestic Violence 
Protective Order.  An LVPO would allow family members or law enforcement to petition a 
court for a temporary order prohibiting a person from possessing firearms if clear and 
convincing evidence showed that the individual posed an imminent risk of injury or death 
to self or others.  Support SB 434 by Sen. Rodriguez, and HB 866 by Rep. Moody. 
 
6.  Establish a state straw purchase law to crack down on people unlawfully purchasing 
firearms for others.  Support SB 206 by Sen. West. 
 

Increase understanding of gun violence and develop targeted solutions. 
 
7.  Direct a Texas university to conduct a comprehensive study of Texas gun violence, gaps 
in data, and potential solutions. 
 
8.  Oppose efforts to strip away important handgun licensing and training requirements or 
further weaken current laws, and support other efforts to strengthen laws that would 
enhance gun safety and public protection. 

  Texas can do more to 

save lives and prevent 

injuries while still 

respecting Second 

Amendment rights. 


