
 
   

Dear Supporters, 

On the heels of the anniversaries of both the mass shooting in a theater in 
Lafayette, Louisiana and the one in Aurora, Colorado, and leading up to the 50-
year anniversary of the University of Texas Tower shooting, we have 
experienced another horrific mass shooting.  As you have no doubt heard, a 
shooting outside a Fort Myers, Florida nightclub early Monday morning has left 
two teens dead and fourteen others wounded.  This is not okay, and we do have 
a choice.  
 
The policies that have allowed for loose gun regulation and easy access by 
criminals and those at high risk of harming themselves or others can be undone. 
This is not the America we must resign ourselves to.  The majority of Americans 
support increased gun violence prevention measures, but the opposition tends to 
be more adamant in their position.  We must show the same resolve.   
 
We are grateful for the opportunity to stay connected with you and keep you 
informed.  If you have had enough tragic shootings and want to get more 
engaged in the work to prevent the continuation of violence.  Please contact us,	
or donate today.  We would love your help. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Andrea Brauer 
Executive Director 
 
 
Texas News and Updates 
 
Anniversary of the University of Texas Tower Shooting 
 
In remembrance of the August 1, 1966 shooting at UT Austin that left 30 injured 
and 13 dead Professor Joan Neuberger and her Public History Seminar class 
have created a website collection of essays about the events of the tragedy and 
the lives that were taken.  You can also learn more here. 



Campus Carry 
 
August 1st will also mark the date for implementation of campus carry at all public 
Texas universities.  This terrible irony is not lost on TGS volunteer and Texas 
State University student Lauren Morgan, who wrote about her concerns about 
the new law in this month’s blog. 
 
Private universities are not required to allow campus carry, and public 
universities are allowed to call for some restrictions on the policy.  The University 
of Texas System Regents decided earlier this month on whether to approve the 
plan put forward by the University of Texas at Austin that would have banned the 
carrying of guns with a loaded chamber and another which allowed faculty and 
staff the option of prohibiting guns in private offices.  The regents did not allow 
the ban on carrying with a loaded chamber, but did respect UT Austin's plan that 
gives faculty decision-making authority for their own private offices. Next 
legislative session, TGS will continue to work to ensure campuses retain the right 
to create their own plans. 
 
Three University of Texas at Austin professors have sued UT and the state in a 
claim that campus carry law is forcing policies that violate the First and Second 
Amendments. The case is moving forward with a federal court hearing on the 
preliminary injunction against the law to be held August 4th.  
 
Open Carry 
 
The Dallas shooting served as a terrifying example of the confusion and potential 
for harm in having armed civilians in public areas during a crime scene.  Dallas 
Mayor Mike Rawlings noted, "It's logical to say that in a shooting situation, open 
carry can be detrimental to the safety of individuals."  
 
In the News 
 
In this international interview, executive director Andrea Brauer talks about gun 
violence in the United States and what advocates in the gun violence prevention 
movement are doing to improve public safety. 
 
In this Houston Chronicle article, TGS helps explain the landscape of federal and 
state laws that together create our Texas gun policies – policies that some 
national advocates say merit a failing grade in preventing violence.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



National News and Updates 
 
Police Shootings 
 
Last month we mourned the deaths of Alton Sterling, Philando Castille, and the 
five Dallas law enforcement officers killed by gun violence.  The death toll 
continues to rise this month as three police officers were shot and killed in Baton 
Rouge and an officer was killed in our own backyard here in Austin as he ended 
his shift.  This has sparked conversation about how to better protect law 
enforcement officers.  Texas Gun Sense supports sensible policy changes to 
address this, along with other strategies to reduce the number of citizens' lives 
lost to gun violence each day in our country. 
 
Get Involved 
 
Time to Contact Lawmakers 
 
Congress is preparing for an August recess.  Since members will be back in  
their districts, it's a perfect time to get in touch with them about strengthening gun 
laws.  Go to an event, make a call, or show up.  Let them know Texas can do 
better than the F grade we receive for our gun laws.  Need help with what to say?  
Reply to this email, and I'll send you some talking points. 
 

 
 
Save the date! September 25, 2016 
 
Congress designated September 25th as the day of Remembrance of Murder 
Victims. On this day, a coalition of organizations nationwide will join together for 
the Concert Across America to End Gun Violence. TGS will be hosting a concert 
at Threadgills in downtown Austin with premiere local musicians to include 
Jimmie Dale Gilmore, Saul Paul, and more to come.  Speakers so far will include 
Representative-elect Gina Hinojosa, gun violence survivors, and other 
champions of the gun violence prevention movement. We would love for you to 
join us and will be sending out more information in the coming weeks. RSVP 
here. 
 


