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Good morning.  My name is Andrea Brauer, and I am the Executive Director of Texas Gun 
Sense, a gun violence prevention organization.  Our mission is to reduce gun violence by 
promoting effective gun laws through research and public awareness.  We respect an individual's 
right to bear arms, but believe more can be done at the state level to improve public safety and 
address the public health issue of gun violence.  This includes public education strategies to keep 
high-risk individuals and children from accessing firearms and reduce the number of lives lost to 
gun violence.  Our goal is also to bring people together to find common ground on this issue.   

Thank you for the opportunity to speak today.  As all of you here are well aware, one of the 
greatest public health threats our state faces is that of suicide.  Suicide is the third leading cause 
of death among 10-34 year olds in both the U.S. and in Texas. Our Texas teens are particularly 
vulnerable, with guns serving as the fatal means in over 42% of teen suicides.i  I am here today 
to talk to you about the unique role that guns play in contributing to the suicide rate and what our 
state can do to address the issue. 

As various studies have pointed out, the means used in a suicide matters. Of those who survive a 
suicide attempt, 90% will NOT go on to die by suicide at the time of the attempt or later in their 
lives.ii Consider at the same time the high lethality of guns – 85% of suicide attempts with guns 
are successful – and it’s clear that addressing gun violence can have a huge impact on our Texas 
suicide rate. Suicides are largely committed impulsively,iii making access to a weapon a major 
determinant as to whether a suicide is committed.  Studies have found that household gun 
ownership rates and keeping loaded, unlocked guns in the home are significant contributors to 
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state level suicide rates. iv   In short, the likelihood of a successful suicide attempt is greatly 
increased for households with ready access to guns.v   

In response to the strong correlation between suicide and gun access, Texas Gun Sense asks that 
this committee consider including the following in its recommendations: 

      1)  Act upon the Texas Child Fatality Review Team Report to Promote a statewide Safe 
Storage Campaign for gun safety.  DSHS and HHSC were part of the Texas Child Fatality 
Review Team which issued a report in March 2016.  Examples of campaigns messages address 
keeping guns unloaded and locked and storage of ammunition separately.  Research shows that 
safe gun storage reduces unintentional injury and suicide risk.  Parent education is another 
important aspect of a gun safety campaign.  The SCFRT also encourages and supports medical 
providers' role in gun safety and accident prevention.  Medical providers should assess patients' 
access to firearms and educate on the importance of safe gun storage. 

We recommend that HHSC and DSHS implement the Team's recommendation through all 
relevant agency channels, including written materials and revision of website content, for 
the public, and health professionals.  While suicide prevention materials exist on the DSHS 
website, they do not speak to access to firearms. Specifically, risks associated with gun access 
should be included in the behavioral health section of the site and included in the Texas Suicide 
Prevention Toolkit.  Information on gun safety should include guidance on safe gun storage.   

2) Include a public awareness campaign on gun safety and storage within the agency’s 
Legislative Appropriations Request. Robust public awareness efforts have prevented death 
and injury in many other areas of public health. Currently, Texans are offered no public 
education or outreach regarding gun safety and access. 

Thank you for this opportunity to provide comments.  I welcome your questions and will gladly  
serve as a resource to this committee now and in the future. 

 
Sincerely, 
Andrea Brauer 
Executive Director, Texas Gun Sense 
 (512) 565-4480 
andrea@txgunsense.org 
 

																																																													
i http://www.hcphes.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_72972/File/Death.pdf 
ii http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/means-matter/means-matter/survival/ 
iii http://www.surgeongeneral.gov/library/reports/national-strategy-suicide-prevention/full_report-rev.pdf 
iv https://ucrtoday.ucr.edu/36376 
v http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/means-matter/means-matter/case-fatality/ 


