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Department of Public Safety 

Budget Hearing 

September 26, 2016 

 

Good morning.  My name is Andrea Brauer, and I am the Executive Director of Texas Gun Sense, a 

gun violence prevention organization.  Our mission is to reduce gun violence by promoting effective 

gun laws through research and public awareness.  We are not an anti-gun group, and we respect the 

Second Amendment.  We also believe that more can be done to keep high-risk individuals and children 

from accessing firearms and reduce the number of lives lost to gun violence.  Our goal is to bring 

people together to find common ground on this issue. I am here today to ask that our state budget do 

more to address the public safety issue of gun violence, including both deaths and injuries caused by 

suicides, accidental shootings, and homicides. 

 

The highest number of gun deaths each year in Texas is due to suicide - nearly 1,700 every year, or 60 

percent of all gun deaths in the state.  Suicide is the third leading cause of death among 10-34 year olds 

in Texas, and our Texas teens are particularly vulnerable.
i
  

Studies support the assertion that the means used in a suicide matters. Of those who survive a suicide 

attempt, 90% will NOT go on to die by suicide at the time of the attempt or later in their lives.
ii
 

Consider at the same time the high lethality of guns – 85% of suicide attempts with guns are 

successful. It is clear that addressing gun violence can have a huge impact on our Texas suicide rate.  

In addition, the state can play a role in preventing the many injuries experienced by Texans due to 

accidental shootings – many of which involve children.   An estimated 199,670 children in Texas live 

in homes with loaded, unlocked firearms – the consequences of which are devastating;
iii

 500 Texas 

children are killed or injured by firearms every year.
iv

 The State's Child Fatality Review Team has 

made a recommendation for a statewide public awareness campaign on safe storage, and we are here 

today to champion this recommendation.  

DPS' Vision Statement is to "Proactively protect the citizens of Texas."  DPS has been proactive in 

addressing the motor vehicle accident problem in Texas with campaigns like the Occupant Safety 

Program, and TxDot has campaigns like Click it or Ticket, Drive Safe and Sober, and X the Text, and 

these have made a difference.  While there are 3,400 motor vehicle deaths annually, there also are 

2,800 gun deaths, and the state has not allocated a fraction of the resources to address gun deaths, 

despite the similar numbers. 
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DPS has oversight of the License To Carry program, and while the conviction rate reports online show 

that the majority of the million licensees are law abiding citizens, the report only shows convictions, 

and does not capture any information about suicides and accidents resulting from LTC holders' who 

did not securely store their firearms.  This is not a call to diminish their rights, but is a request to do 

more education on safe storage.    

The License to Carry fees generates $10 million more dollars than it costs to run the program.  By 

using a portion of this revenue, DPS can make a difference by creating a statewide gun safety and 

storage campaign in order to reduce accidents, suicides, and homicides. This would be in line with the 

role the Department of Public Safety (DPS) has played in spearheading campaigns to address car and 

bicycle safety, and is a much needed missing element within current DPS public safety efforts. The 

campaign should educate the public at large, as well as allow for targeted strategies for licensees, gun 

dealers, gun purchasers, and shooting ranges.  

We also continue to request that DPS include in the License to Carry Training program a brief piece on 

the risk of suicide in the home when guns are present, and ways to minimize risk.  We request that the 

1-800 suicide prevention number be added to the training.  A brief presentation of information can 

save lives.  

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony and for considering this strategy for the agency's 

budget.   

 

Sincerely, 

Andrea Brauer 

Executive Director, Texas Gun Sense 

P.O. Box 9297 

Austin, TX  78766 

(512) 565-4480 

andrea@txgunsense.org 

 
                                                           
i
 http://www.txgunsense.org/p/Suicide%20data%20brief_FINAL.pdf 

ii
 http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/means-matter/means-matter/survival/ 

iii
 http://www.txgunsense.org/articles/unlocked-guns-and-child-access 

iv
 http://www.txgunsense.org/p/Firearm%20Injuries%202014_Grace%20Chimene%20(1).pdf 


