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Keep Guns Out of the Hands of Individuals that Courts Deem to be Dangerous 

The Need  

A very small percentage of violence is attributable to mental illness, and most Texans with 

mental illness are not at risk for violent behavior. However, there are some individuals with 

severe challenges that become involved in our court system that are determined to be a risk to 

themselves or others. The small percentage of individuals that courts deem to be a danger due 

to mental illness – adjudicating them as mentally defective or 

committing them to a mental institution involuntarily -- are already 

prohibited from owning guns by federal Gun Control Act, and 

individuals are also prohibited from selling guns to them. Our state laws 

should support these prohibitions through parallel state provisions that 

will allow for state enforcement. The Federal Bureau of Alcohol 

Tobacco and Firearms and the U.S. Attorney's office are tasked with 

enforcing and prosecuting violations of the Gun Control Act, but state 

law enforcement officers are more likely to encounter instances of 

illegal gun possession and sale than federal agents. And while Texas law 

enforcement officers may not obstruct federal law enforcement efforts, 

they are not mandated to enforce federal law. That is why Texas has 

chosen to reinforce federal law with state prohibitions when it comes to prohibiting certain 

categories of felons from possessing guns. This same strategy should be extended to individuals 

our courts find to be a danger to themselves or others.  

Recommendation  

To help improve state enforcement of existing law and keep guns out of the wrong hands, 

Texas should prohibit people from knowingly selling or transferring firearms to people the 

courts determine are dangerous. Thirty-three states have already enacted such laws, protecting 

their communities.  
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Texas Gun Sense is a nonprofit organization that advocates for common sense, evidence based 

policies to reduce gun injuries and death. 

Approximately 

1,700 Texans die by 

suicide from a 

firearm every year, 

leading to a suicide 

rate that is higher 

than the national 

average. 


