
!  
Texas Gun Sense (TGS) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit whose mission is to reduce gun violence by 
promoting effective gun laws through research and public awareness.  We respect Second 
Amendment rights for law-abiding citizens, but believe policies should be strengthened to 
improve public safety.  While TGS joins forces with a variety of organizations and individuals 
working to prevent gun violence, it is the only Texas-based organization solely focused on 
prevention of gun violence in the state. 

Almost 3,000 gun-related deaths occur in Texas each year.  TGS calls on state leaders to 1

address gun violence in Texas. Reducing gun violence to improve public health and safety falls 
within the “well-regulated” environment that the Second Amendment calls for. 

THE FACTS 
Since the Sandy Hook tragedy, 37 states have passed 99 laws  strengthening gun regulations. 2

Texas has not followed suit, leaving citizens at risk.  
● 199,670 children in Texas live in households with unlocked, loaded firearms.   3

● Six out of 10 gun-related deaths in Texas are suicides.    4

● In 2009, Texas exported the fourth largest number of crime guns among all states.   5

A SENSIBLE APPROACH TO ADDRESS GUN VIOLENCE IN TEXAS 
On its annual Gun Laws Scorecard,  the Law Center to Prevent Gun Violence gives Texas a 6

failing grade for its inadequate gun laws. Texas does not: 
● Require universal background checks. Some purchases at gun shows, for example, are 

made by unscreened buyers who may not be responsible gun owners. 

● Require firearms dealers or gun owners to obtain a state license; 
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● Regulate the transfer or possession of assault weapons, 50 caliber rifles, or large- 
capacity ammunition magazines; or 

● Require registration of firearms, or reporting of lost or stolen firearms. 

Efforts to keep guns out of the wrong hands will make our neighborhoods safer from 
homicide, mass shootings, suicide, and accidents. That’s worth working for. Join us. 
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