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Five Myths About Guns 

MYTH: More guns, less crime.  

FACT: There is no link between an increase in guns and a decrease in crime. The U.S. has more guns than 

any other country in the world, estimated at 300 million—or approximately one firearm per person. If 

more guns made us safer, we would be the safest country in the world, but that is not the case. There 

are 25 times more gun murders in the U.S. than in other high-income countries, controlling for 

population.   

  

MYTH: Criminals will always find a way to get their hands on guns.   

FACT: That doesn’t mean we shouldn’t make it harder for them to do so. Right now, it’s incredibly easy 

for terrorists, criminals, domestic abusers, and other dangerous folks to take advantage of our weak gun 

laws and buy guns online or through private sales. The fact is background checks are the only systematic 

way to stop felons, domestic abusers, and other dangerous people from buying guns. Since its inception, 

the National Instant Criminal Background Check System (NICS) has blocked more than 2 million illegal 

gun purchases— helping to keep guns out of criminal hands. However, federal law does not currently 

require background checks for guns sold through private transfers, whether at gun shows or over the 

Internet. According to law enforcement, closing the private sale loophole is the single most effective 

way to reduce the number of Americans killed with guns every day.   

  

MYTH: Mass shooters attack gun-free zones because they know people aren’t armed to defend 

themselves.   

FACT: Only 13 percent of mass shootings, defined as four or more people being murdered by a gun, 

since 2009 have taken place in so-called gun-free zones. There is no evidence that mass shooters 

specifically target gun-free zones. In fact, the vast majority of mass shootings take place in areas where 

guns are allowed. What’s more, pushing the myth that mass shootings only take place in gun-free zones 

is a form of victim-blaming. It effectively suggests that innocent people living their daily lives—praying in 

houses of worship, studying at a college library—are to blame for their own deaths because they were 

not armed in places that anyone should feel safe. It’s this logic that NRA board member Charles Cotton 

used following the Charleston shooting, when he blamed a murdered pastor for being shot because he 

and the other victims weren’t carrying guns.   
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MYTH: The only thing that stops a bad guy with a gun is a good guy with a gun.   

FACT: In addition to the chaos it creates for law enforcement, the “good guy” with a gun scenario rarely 

plays out in reality. Successful defensive gun use is EXTREMELY rare. There is little to no academic 

support for this claim and in fact, the presence of a gun (regardless of the owner) makes a domestic 

violence situation five times more likely to turn fatal.   

  

MYTH: It’s about mental health, not guns.   

FACT: Every country in the world struggles with mental illness. The United States is not more mentally ill 

than other developed nations. But the U.S. sees 25 times the murder rate of other developed countries. 

The issue is easy access to guns. The truth of the matter is that those suffering from mental illness are 

more likely to be the victims of violent crime— not the other way around. Yes, we must fix our mental 

health-care system, but it cannot and should not be the only solution. We must also fix our nation’s 

weak gun laws.  

  

Source:  Everytown for Gun Safety  


