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Lawmakers Urge Border States to Act to Stop Gun Trafficking to 
Mexico 

 
Austin, TX (June 14, 2017) Members of Congress this week called on the governors of four U.S. states on 
the southern border to do more to stop illegal gun trafficking into Mexico.  
 
Seventy percent of guns recovered and traced from crime scenes in Mexico were purchased in the 
United States, according to the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms. Most of these were purchased 
in California, Texas, and Arizona, according to the U.S. Government Accountability Office. The lawmakers 
urged governors of Border States to “ensure that persons suspected of trafficking guns to Mexico do not 
have access to firearms, especially semi-automatic assault weapons.  U.S. Border States should institute 
greater controls over southbound commercial activity,” the Congressional letter said.  
 
 “Since forty percent of all Mexican crime guns come from Texas, state leaders should step up to study 
and implement sensible solutions to the deadly problem of gun trafficking,” said Andrea Bauer, 
executive director of Texas Gun Sense. “Texas leaders rejected several measures to strengthen gun laws 
and enforcement in the last legislative session, despite the fact that they would not infringe on law-
abiding gun owners' rights.” 
 
A recent report from the Bureau of Alcohol Tobacco and Firearms shows that Texas ranks third in the 
number of guns stolen from federally licensed dealers.  Eleven states, including Ohio and New Jersey, 
require reporting of lost and stolen firearms.  Texas does not, even though such laws are associated with 
a reduction in gun trafficking.  Michael Cargill of Texas Gun Works was recently interviewed about a 
burglary of his store in which a machine gun was stolen.  He said that is imperative that gun dealers 
receive a list of all stolen guns and serial numbers.  "We agree with Mr. Cargill completely," said Brauer.  
"And since he is concerned about the big problems that can occur without this information, we would 
hope dealers would also want to know about guns stolen from other places as well, which account for 
the majority of thefts.  But the ATF can't pass on this information when they simply don't have it.  It 
seems to follow that the industry would support a mandatory reporting law.  Maybe that's something 
we can work together on to address crime," said Brauer.   
 
The 18 signers of the letter include the Co-chair of the Human Rights Caucus, James McGovern (MA), 
Progressive Caucus Co-chair Raul Grijalva (AZ), and Central America Caucus Chair Norma Torres (CA). 
Others signers are Lloyd Doggett (TX), Barbara Lee (CA), Jerry McNerney (CA), Mark Takano (CA), Grace 
Napolitano (CA), Julia Brownley (CA), Juan Vargas (CA), Earl Blumenauer (OR), Adriano Espaillat (NY), 
Tom Suozzi (NY), Luis Gutiérrez (IL), Jan Schakowsky (IL), Pramila Jayapal (WA), Lacy Clay (MO), and 
David Cicilline (RI).  
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Texas Gun Sense is a statewide nonprofit and nonpartisan organization advocating for common sense, evidence-based policies to 

reduce gun injuries and deaths 


