
 

Dear Friends, 

The 85th Legislative Session began on January 10th, and there is a lot to report!  We were so proud 
to have supporters from across the state come to Austin on January 11th for a Gun Violence 
Prevention Day of Action.  Advocates visited senate and house offices to spread the word about the 
need for common sense gun violence prevention measures.  Participants also watched the 
film Newtown and attended a Coalition to Reduce Gun Violence meeting, where five legislators and 
various organizations talked about their plans to reduce gun violence this session. The day concluded 
with a group of talented, passionate Houston high school students performing Gun Violence:  The 
New Normal, a play about gun violence in America. 

At this moment we are tracking over 50 firearm-related bills that have been filed so far, and the good 
news is, many of them address gun violence prevention.  We're proud to have worked with Rep. Joe 
Moody (El Paso) on HB 111 and Rep. Donna Howard (Austin) on HB 631 - both address safe storage 
of firearms.  We also worked with Rep. Moody on HB 866, and Sen. Jose Rodriguez (El Paso) on SB 
434.  These bills would allow family and law enforcement to petition the court for a lethal violence 
protection order when a family member is at imminent risk of harming themself or others.  View our 
legislative agenda here and a list of bills we support. 

Texas Gun Sense In The News 

View stories about our day of action at the Capitol here. 

Despite progress being made on bills that address gun violence prevention, there are also bills that 
will erode public safety, and we are speaking out about them. 

National News 

In Washington, the Concealed Carry Reciprocity Act has been filed, which would require every state 
to recognize other states' carry permits, regardless of training standards.  This is a dangerous bill that 
would trample states' right to maintain their own safety standards.  The national gun violence 
prevention organizations are working hard to defeat this bill.   

We will keep you posted on bills that are moving throughout the session.  Please be prepared to call 
or email your representative or senator when we need Texans to support or oppose bills.  Your voice 
will make a difference!   We have a strong presence at the Capitol this session, and are working 
diligently on garnering support for gun violence prevention bills.  Please consider a donation to help 
the effort! 

All the best,  

 
Andrea Brauer 
Executive Director 

http://newtownfilm.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Gun-Violence-The-New-Normal-A-play-by-the-students-of-Yates-HS-Houston-1176131665798480/?hc_ref=SEARCH
https://www.facebook.com/Gun-Violence-The-New-Normal-A-play-by-the-students-of-Yates-HS-Houston-1176131665798480/?hc_ref=SEARCH
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/Search/DocViewer.aspx?ID=85RHB001111B&QueryText=%22hb+111%22&DocType=B
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/Search/DocViewer.aspx?ID=85RHB006311B&QueryText=%22hb+631%22&DocType=B
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/Search/DocViewer.aspx?ID=85RHB008661B&QueryText=%22hb+866%22&DocType=B
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/Search/DocViewer.aspx?ID=85RSB004341B&QueryText=%22sb+434%22&DocType=B
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/Search/DocViewer.aspx?ID=85RSB004341B&QueryText=%22sb+434%22&DocType=B
http://www.txgunsense.org/p/85th%20policy%20agenda-Broad%20version%20-%20FINAL%20as%20of%201.27.17.pdf
http://www.txgunsense.org/p/Bills%20we%20support.pdf
http://keyetv.com/news/local/texas-lawmakers-file-bills-aimed-at-reducing-gun-deaths
http://www.kvue.com/news/local/gun-rights-advocates-push-for-unlicensed-open-carry/391430989
http://freebeacon.com/issues/rep-hudson-introduces-national-concealed-carry-reciprocity-bill/
https://org2.salsalabs.com/o/5610/donate_page/txgunsensedonate

