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For the past 30 or so years, not a day has passed that one or more persons somewhere in this country 

haven’t been shot and killed by a gun.   Sometimes, it’s an accidental shooting, but the lion’s share are 

suicides and murders by gunfire. 

Who are these people who are so angry, hurt or betrayed by life or another person that the only 

satisfying solution is to take a gun, and shoot and kill themselves or the person who wronged them? 

When did we as a nation, become so bloody?   We can’t go to church, a restaurant, school, university, 

doctor’s office, walk down the street, or simply walk out of our house in the morning without the fear of 

somebody shooting and killing our kids, spouses, or us.   We now have drills on ‘what to do when an 

active shooter comes to the workplace, place of worship, movies, concerts, and grimly, our schools.   

And today, it’s not ‘if’ it happens, but ‘when’ it happens.    The inevitability of an active shooter coming 

to your home, church, work place, grocery store, or school, is far too likely these days.  Kindergartners to 

elderly people praying in a church as well as everybody in between have become victims of gun 

violence.   

When confronted with a disagreement, too many Americans resort to a weapon first when a non-violent 

resolution could and should be the answer.   In inner cities, many have a ‘kill or be killed” or “survival of 

the fittest mentality."  Many have grown to rationalize gun violence rather than face the truth - that 

most gun violence is senseless and preventable.  We, as a state, just have to act. 

What has happened to us as a culture that got us to the place of indiscriminate gun violence?  Perhaps 

we’ve watched too many movies and police shows that promote bloody violence.   Or we’ve played the 

video games people sweat over trying to shoot and kill as many of the pop-up toy robots as possible, 

just to win the game.  Can we no longer differentiate between fiction and real life?   It seems that some 

of these influences have taught us that human life has no value and is expendable. 

In my experience as a trainer and former peace officer, and according to the Texas Penal Code, the only 

reason to use a gun is to defend one’s life or the life of another.  I think we used to be smarter, and 

especially kinder.  We were certainly more educated in the skill of diplomacy. Where is the spirit of our 

greatest diplomats such as Franklin Delano Roosevelt, Ronald Reagan, or John Kennedy? 

Every  day, we hear on the news that a shooting has taken another human life.   So, the next time you’re 

watching a newscast and hear the name of a person who was killed by gun violence, close your eyes, 

and replace that name with the name of your child, your grandchild, your spouse,  brother or other 

loved one.  Then, and maybe only then, we will realize that enough really is enough, and we will, as one 

voice, speak up and say:   

WE’VE HAD ENOUGH! STOP THE GUN VIOLENCE!!! 


