
 

 

What Happens when Guns aren’t Locked Up? 

By John Wittman, Texas Gun Sense Intern 

Austin couple Chris and Roger Moore had never worried about their kids visiting a house with a 

gun inside until 15 years ago, when their son Marshall went to a neighbor’s house to spend time 

with friends. While he was at his friend’s house, Marshall and his friends found an unlocked, 

loaded gun on a desk and began to play with it. The gun went off, killing Marshall well before 

his time. 

In another tragic story, Joey, who suffered from schizophrenia but lacked treatment, cycled in 

and out of crisis for years before his brother Jeff brought him to Fort Worth to live with him. 

However, Joey found an unsecured shotgun while Jeff was at work and shot and killed himself. 

What do these two stories have in common? Both of them involve an unknowing, uneducated, or 

even irresponsible gun owner leaving his/her gun unlocked and loaded out in the open for 

anyone to find, including people who shouldn’t have access to guns. The National Rifle 

Association claims that safe firearm storage is common knowledge: “Everyone knows that 

firearms must be stored safely…” If this were the case, both Marshall Moore and Joey would 

still be alive. But the reality is, almost 200,000 children in Texas alone live in homes with 

loaded, unlocked firearms, and 567 Texas children are killed or injured by firearms each year. 

Clearly, many Texas gun owners don’t know that firearms must be stored safely, despite what 

the NRA says, and it has led to many preventable tragedies where an innocent life is taken too 

soon. 

Beyond gun death accidents, almost 2,000 Texans died by suicide with a gun in 2015. It is also 

important to note that the majority of youth who commit suicide with a gun use one that is 

owned by their parents. Because too many Texans do not understand the importance of safe gun 

storage, they end up in the hands of people who are a danger to themselves, which contributes to 

the average of almost six suicides per day in Texas.  

Finally, the issue of safe storage goes beyond gun accidents and suicides. In 2012, the Bureau of 

Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives (ATF) reported the number of firearms stolen or 

lost in Texas reached 18,874. If those guns had been safely stored, most of those guns would not 

have been lost or stolen. Instead, those guns are now in the illegal gun market, and likely in the 

hands of many felons and domestic abusers. 

The number of preventable accidents, suicides, and gun thefts that occur in Texas clearly 

demonstrate the need for a state-sponsored campaign on gun safety and safe storage. In 2015, 

there were over 3,200 gun deaths in Texas, but no state-sponsored gun safety campaigns and no 

resources spent on public education. To compare, 3,900 people died on Texas roads that same 



year, and Texas spends $65 million on 13 different campaigns to educate Texans on safe driving 

practices. While safe driving campaigns are important, Texas Gun Sense believes that educating 

Texans on gun safety is equally important, which is why we support H.B. 631 and H.B. 111, 

both of which call for a state-sponsored campaign to educate the public on safe storage practices. 

It is time for Texas to work to prevent tragedies and better protect Texans. 


