
 
Dear Supporters,  

Since our last update, our nation has experienced three more mass shootings in Houston, Washington 

state, and Townville, South Carolina.  Our hearts break for the loss of six year old Jacob Hall who was 

killed on a South Carolina playground by a 14 year old shooter.  While we have to keep up the fight for 

sensible gun laws, we must all do our part in communities to address these problems now.  Gun owners 

- make sure you store guns properly, have these conversations with family and friends, and keep guns 

out of the hands of those who may do harm.  

TEXAS GUN SENSE  - Our Work 

After months of talking to the Department of Public Safety and testifying before the Commission, DPS 

staff has agreed to implement two important recommendations.  The next License to Carry instructors 

course will provide students in attendance with resource information related to suicide prevention and 

assistance.  And, DPS staff has shown a willingness to implement a safe storage campaign.  We applaud 

the Department for stepping up to improve public safety. 

The Texas Coalition to Reduce Gun Violence met on September 7 and welcomed special guests, 

including the Educational Fund to Stop Gun Violence.  The Educational Fund released a new report 

focused on how to reduce gun violence in Texas. The report, Risk-Based Firearm Policy 

Recommendations for Texas, features research showing that gun violence often stems from individuals 

with specific, observable risk factors and that a number of sensible policy solutions can be used to limit 

firearm access by risky individuals. 

We're working with legislative offices to have six gun violence prevention bills drafted for the 85th 

Legislative Session.  If you want to read about our work, click here and check out the section on policy 

proposals.  

TEXAS GUN SENSE - In the News 

Please read the coverage of the Concert Across America to End Gun Violence. 

And you can read our press releases on the recent tragic shootings here:  Five People Killed in 

Washington State Mall Shooting  

Another Deadly Shooting Injures Nine in Houston 

NATIONAL NEWS 

October is domestic violence awareness month.  A new report by the Violence Policy Center shows that 

Texas ranks #10 in rate of women murdered by men, and that firearms often play a tragic role in 

incidents of domestic violence. Read the report, When Men Murder Women, An Analysis of 2014 

http://www.txgunsense.org/p/Educational%20Fund%20to%20Stop%20Gun%20Violence%20Report.pdf
http://www.txgunsense.org/p/Educational%20Fund%20to%20Stop%20Gun%20Violence%20Report.pdf
http://www.txgunsense.org/learn-more
http://www.pollstar.com/news_article.aspx?ID=826188
http://www.txgunsense.org/p/Mall%20statement%20-%20concert%20(FS).pdf
http://www.txgunsense.org/p/Mall%20statement%20-%20concert%20(FS).pdf
http://www.txgunsense.org/p/Houston%209-26.pdf
http://www.vpc.org/studies/wmmw2016.pdf


Homicide Data, and check out our October blog post featuring a guest blogger from the Texas Council on 

Family Violence. 

TEXAS EVENTS 

It’s been 60 years since the tragic shooting on the University of Texas campus - a fact made all too 

poignant as campus carry took effect in August this year. A new documentary film on the subject called 

TOWER will be screening soon in theaters across the state. You can view the trailer here. Tickets are 

already on sale - find a screening near you. 

On October 9th, Texas Gun Sense will participate in a public affairs forum entitled “Gun Violence 

Prevention: Evolution of a Movement” at the First Unitarian Universalist Church of Austin.  Board 

member Ed Scruggs, and Susan R. Nelson, gun violence survivor and author, will lead the presentation 

followed by Q and A.  Please join us! 

While the election draws near, PLEASE ensure you're registered to vote by October 11.  The tragic 

events of the last several months underscore how critical it is that every gun violence prevention 

supporter makes their voice heard at the polls this year. As election day draws closer, please be sure to 

check that you’re registered to vote by visiting this website. Also make sure your voter registration is up-

to-date. If you’ve recently moved, turned 18, or changed your name, you need to update your 

registration. 

Finally, if you want to make a difference right here in Texas, make a donation to Texas Gun Sense, where 

we're working every day to reduce gun violence in the state.  We appreciate your continued support.  

Sincerely, 

 

Andrea Brauer 

Executive Director 

http://www.txgunsense.org/blog/october-post
http://towerdocumentary.com/
http://www.towerdocumentary.com/
https://www.kinolorber.com/film/tower
https://www.facebook.com/events/994268080699302/?notif_t=plan_admin_added&notif_id=1475591896348257
http://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/
http://nationalvoterregistrationday.org/register-to-vote/?source=nvrd-topnav
http://nationalvoterregistrationday.org/register-to-vote/?source=nvrd-topnav
https://org2.salsalabs.com/o/5610/donate_page/txgunsensedonate

