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Good morning.  My name is Andrea Brauer, and I am the Executive Director of 
Texas Gun Sense, a gun violence prevention organization.  Our mission is to 
reduce gun violence by promoting effective gun laws through research and public 
awareness.  We respect the Second Amendment and an individual's right to bear 
arms.  We also believe that more can be done to keep high-risk individuals and 
children from accessing firearms and reduce the number of lives lost to gun 
violence.  Our goal is also to bring people together to find common ground on this 
issue.   
 
Thank you for the opportunity to speak regarding the Committee’s interim charge.  
One of the greatest public health threats our state faces is that of gun violence.  
Almost 2,800 Texans are killed by gun violence each year, which translates to a 
slightly higher firearm death rate than the national average.i  These deaths include 
suicides, homicides and accidents, making guns one of the leading causes of death 
in Texas.  Our Texas teens are particularly vulnerable, with guns serving as the 
fatal weapon in 82% of teen homicides and over 42% of teen suicides.ii  
Additionally, many Texans survive gun violence, but are seriously injured due to 
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gunshot wounds.iii In 2013 alone, Texas had 3,546 hospitalizations due to firearms, 
of which 1,520 were minors.iv   
 
These deaths and injuries are a terrible tragedy for our state as they devastate 
individuals, families and their communities, and there are also financial costs. The 
total amount of hospital charges for Texas firearm injuries in 2013 was 
$194,839,834.v  Given that the most common victims of suicide are white males, 
the economic costs due to loss of income for families is also a consideration.  We 
believe it is in the State's interest to do more to prevent suicide. 
While through the years our state has successfully responded to many other 
epidemics and crises that threaten the lives and well being of Texans, this public 
health concern has gone largely unaddressed.  As one of the leading causes of 
death for Texans, gun safety and gun violence prevention should receive the same 
level of prioritization by our state as other health crises.  Specific to this interim 
charge and the work of this committee, we ask that you consider two significant 
measures in addressing this public health crisis. 
 

1) Legislative Study – The first step in addressing any crisis is understanding 
the problem. While it is clear that gun deaths and injuries are hurting Texas 
communities, there has not been a comprehensive study to explore gaps in 
current state law that may be contributing to the death rate.  A study would 
allow us to understand the problem and pursue targeted solutions.  Such a 
study should give considerable attention to death and injury resulting from 
domestic violence, given the strong link between gun ownership and the 
likelihood of abuse turning fatal;vi and suicides, given the increased 
likelihood of a successful attempt when an individual has access to a gun.vii  
Special populations that should be considered in such a study are veterans 
and teens, both of whom are vulnerable to suicide. 

 
2) Public Awareness Campaign -- Robust public awareness efforts have 

prevented death and injury in many other areas of public health. Currently, 
Texans are offered little to no public education or outreach to reduce the 
level of gun violence in our state. The results of this lack of awareness are 
startling.  Approximately 199,670 Texas children are living in households 
with unlocked, loaded firearms.viii   Notably, guns are now the second leading 
cause of accidental death for children in Harris County.ix While the State has 
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helped to keep children safe through public awareness campaigns about 
water safety, car seats and amber alerts, it has not done the same to protect 
them from firearms.  Our state should help address the gun violence crisis by 
providing the public with information on issues of gun safety, particularly 
safe storage and handling of weapons.  This can be done through the 
Department of Public Safety, and the Department of State Health Services, 
and information should be readily available on each of these agencies' 
websites.   

 
Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.  I welcome your questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
Andrea Brauer 
Executive Director, Texas Gun Sense 
 (512) 565-4480 
andrea@txgunsense.org 
 

 

																																																													
i http://kff.org/other/state-indicator/firearms-death-rate-per-100000/ 
ii http://www.hcphes.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_72972/File/Death.pdf 
iii http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/pressroom/states/TX_2015.pdf 
iv Texas Department of State Health Services Texas EMS & Trauma Registries 
v Ibid. 
vi http://smartgunlaws.org/domestic-violence-firearms-policy-summary/#identifier_1_5684 
vii http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/means-matter/means-matter/case-fatality/ 
viii http://www.txgunsense.org/articles/unlocked-guns-and-child-access 
ix http://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-texas/houston/article/Guns-now-No-2-cause-of-
accidental-child-death-in-6778657.php	


