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Prevent Unnecessary Injuries and Deaths 

Pass HB 2583 to Stop Celebratory Gunfire  
 

Problem: Each year Texans are put at risk due to celebratory gunfire. Though the Department of State 

Health Services doesn't declare how many were due to celebratory gunfire, there were 770 firearm 

injuries in Texas in 2014 that were categorized as unintentional. (Texas EMS and Trauma Registries.) 

These incidents are all the more tragic because they are wholly preventable. Had an individual chosen 

to not shoot recklessly in the air, or if they knew this was against the law, the victims would not have 

been injured or killed. 

 Recently in Austin, Victoria Rocha survived a gunshot wound to the leg while someone 

celebrating the New Year fired their gun in celebration near the Driskill Hotel. 

 Rep. Martinez was shot in the head on New Year's eve as a result of the same type of incident. 

 

Currently, there is no Texas state law that addresses celebratory gunfire: 

 Though Texas has a law addressing deadly conduct (Penal Code 22.05), it only applies to firing 

at one or more people or a home, building, or vehicle, and reckless discharge is linked to 

whether or not those places were occupied.   

 

Solution: HB 2583 (Rep. Martinez) would create a new criminal penalty for reckless discharge of a 

firearm. This will improve public safety in Texas and would not impact the Second Amendment rights 

of law-abiding citizens. 

 

HB 2583 would prevent injuries and deaths by: 

 Making it illegal to knowingly discharge a firearm while lacking a reasonable target at the time 

of discharge 

 Creating a penalty for reckless discharge and for serious bodily injury or death that is caused by 

the shooting 

 

The bill creates exemptions for Texans hunting, shooting at a gun range, or shooting blanks.  As long 

as you shoot at a target, no violation will exist. This is an extension of simple, basic gun safety. We 

can prevent injuries and save lives by passing HB 2583. 
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