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Stop Illegal Gun Trafficking in Texas 

Pass SB 206 to Address Straw Purchases  
 

Problem: Straw purchases occur when the actual buyer of a firearm uses another person to execute 

the paperwork and buy a firearm on their behalf. They use another person because they would not 

pass a background check due to a felony, domestic abuse charge, or another offense that disqualifies 

them from gun ownership.  This issue is widespread and threatens public safety.  

 The Federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (ATF) data confirms that straw purchasing is 

the most common channel for illegal gun trafficking 

 Most illegal firearms seized in Mexico are from the U.S., with Texas exporting guns to Mexico at a 

rate that is 169% higher than any other state – fueling violence in our shared border region 

 Though the federal government outlaws straw purchases, the federal government's limited 

presence and inconsistent enforcement in Texas leave many crimes unaddressed 
 

Current Texas state law does not make it a crime to: 

 Sell a firearm to a person that the transferor knows intends to use in the commission of a crime 

 Transfer a firearm to a person they know is a felon, subject to an active domestic violence 

protective order, and/or with a serious history of dangerous mental illness 
 

Solution: SB 206 (Sen. West) would outlaw straw purchases to improve enforcement and help stop 

illegal gun sales. This will improve public safety in Texas and would not impact the Second Amendment 

rights of law-abiding citizens. 
 

SB 206 would close the straw-purchasing loopholes by: 

 Making it illegal to sell or transfer a firearm to a person if the transferor knows the person 

intends to use the firearm unlawfully or in the commission of a crime 

 Allowing Texas prosecutors to bring charges against gun traffickers if they have sufficient 

evidence to prove they are buying guns with intent to redistribute to unlawful owners 

 Making it a crime to knowingly make a materially false or misleading statement in conjunction 

with a federal firearms background check 

 Allowing police to break up gun trafficking rings before a trafficked gun is used in a crime 

Texas has set a precedent of stepping up state enforcement to address public safety when 

federal efforts have fallen short.  We can reduce crime by passing SB 206. 
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