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America has a problem with gun violence, and people just like you have had enough. Here are some ways to make a 

difference on this important issue. Today is the day. Now is the time.  

Study Up  

• Research the issues and the arguments regarding gun violence and gun safety and decide for yourself what reasonable 

action looks like. Owning a gun actually makes you less safe, and guns are rarely used in self-defense. 

http://www.joycefdn.org/gunviolencemyths/  

• Know the facts about gun ownership requirements such as background checks and the law in Texas. 

http://smartgunlaws.org/texas-state-law-summary/  

• Learn about safe storage. If you own a gun, make sure it is unloaded, locked, and away from children. 

http://besmartforkids.org/ Ask if guns will be present where children are playing.  

Stand Up  

• For others: If you have a loved one or friend experiencing a mental health crisis, take steps to ensure guns are not 

accessible to them. http://mentalhealthtx.org/ Identify mental health resources and share your knowledge.  

• For your state: Texas’ unique culture means we must consider all aspects of gun ownership. Start a conversation that 

tries to find common ground. Though the legislature is not in session, your legislators need to hear your priorities NOW. 

E-mail or call and let them know you want them to address the gun violence problem in Texas. You can find who 

represents you here. Show Up  

• Urge your state senator or representative to come to the Texas Coalition to Reduce Gun Violence meeting on February 

25, 2016 in Austin at the Capitol. You can find your state legislators here.  

• Email or call your elected leaders in Congress. You can find your national legislators here. • Vote for thoughtful 

leaders. Find out their position on gun violence prevention.  

Speak Up  

• Spread the word to friends, family and neighbors through social media. Facebook.com/txgunsense has a lot of 

information you can share and check updates at www.txgunsense.org, where you can sign up for our alerts.  

• Write letters to the editor of publications with a wide reach.  

• Set boundaries. You have a choice whether or not to patronize businesses that allow open carry. If you feel 

uncomfortable around a patron with a gun, walk out.  

• Finally, make a donation to Texas Gun Sense, or volunteer.   
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